
Op-Eds Worth Reading on Iran

In case you missed it, David Ignatius has an op-ed in today's Washington Post  worth
reading.

  

President Obama was right to speak carefully about the events in Iran during the first week of
protest. But it's time for him to express his solidarity with the Iranians who are so bravely taking
to the streets each day. He can do that without seeming to meddle if he chooses his words
wisely.

  

Obama should invoke the Iranian yearning for justice -- which was a powerful theme of the
revolution. He should cite Iran's own rich history of political reform, going back to Cyrus the
Great, whose declaration on good governance was chiseled in the Cyrus Cylinder in 539 B.C.
He should cite the Iranian constitution of 1906, which established elections and basic freedoms.
Democracy is not an American imposition but an Iranian tradition. 

  

Congressman Joe Pitts also has penned on op-ed  on the situation in Iran:

  

Fortunately, a bipartisan group in the House has chosen to speak out and fill the void.  On
Friday, the House passed H.Res. 560, a resolution sponsored by Republican Conference
Chairman Mike Pence, and House Foreign Affairs Chairman Howard Berman.  The resolution
states that the House of Representatives: "expresses its support for all Iranian citizens who
embrace the values of freedom, human rights, civil liberties, and rule of law; condemns the
ongoing violence against demonstrators by the Government of Iran and pro-government militias,
as well as the ongoing government suppression of independent electronic communication
through interference with the Internet and cellphones; and affirms the universality of individual
rights and the importance of democratic and fair elections."  By a vote of 405 to 1, the House
voted to support the Iranian people.  I still hope the President chooses to do so as well. 

  

At stake is not only the freedom and basic rights of the Iranian people, but the position of the
United States in the world as a defender and supporter of freedom and human rights.
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/06/18/AR2009061803369.html?hpid=opinionsbox1
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/06/18/AR2009061803369.html?hpid=opinionsbox1
http://www.house.gov/apps/list/speech/pa16_pitts/standingwithiran.shtml

